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Chapter’1 7 Gravitation

* Gravitation is a natural phenomenon
by which objects with mass are

attracted to each other.

The force of attraction between two

objects with mass due to gravitation

is called the gravitational force. E.g.,

falling of an object towards the earth,
rotation of planets around the Sun,
rotation of moon around the earth

etc. are due to gravitational force.

This was first discovered by Isaac

Newton.
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Chapter’1 7 Gravitation

* |Isaac Newton proposed that an apple and the moon are attracted to the earth by same type
of force.

* He argued that the moon, at each point of its orbit, falls towards the earth, instead of
moving in a straight line. So, it must be attracted by the earth.
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Isaac Newton
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Chapter1 7 Gravitation

< Tie a stone to a piece of thread and whirl it around.
% The stone moves in a circular path.
< Release the thread. The stone moves in a straight line, tangential to the circular path.

— -
o — —y

SPSMHS Gudivada Ph: 9848143855 driRitscience mind



Chapter’i 7 Gravitation oth Class
N P =—= = '

e e e
GRAVITATION=
e e

The motion of stone in a circular path involves changes in direction and velocity or
acceleration. The force that causes this acceleration is acting towards the center and keeps
the body moving along the circular path. It is called centripetal (‘centre-seeking’) force.

Without this force, the stone moves in a straight line, tangential to the circular path.

Tangent to a circle A
It is a straight line that
meets the circle at only
one point. Line ABC is a

Centripetal
force

tangent to the circle at
point B.
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GRAVITATION
The moon's motion around the earth is due to centripetal
force from the attraction of the earth. Without this force,

the moon would move in a uniform straight line.

According to the Third law of motion, the apple attracts
the earth. But according to the Second law of motion,
acceleration is inversely proportional to the mass (F = ma).
The mass of an apple is negligible compared to the earth.
So, the earth doesn’t move towards the apple. Similarly,
the earth does not move towards the moon.

Newton concluded that all objects in the universe attract
each other. This is called gravitational force. E.g., In the

solar system, planets orbit the Sun due to gravitation.
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Chapter1 7 Gravitation o Class
UNIVERSAL LAW OF GRAVITATION

Every object in the universe attracts every other object with a force proportional to the
product of their masses and inversely proportional to the square of the distance between
them. The force is along the line joining the centres of two objects.

Let two objects A and B of masses M and m lie at a distance d from each other.

The gravitational force between two uniform objects is

directed along the line joining their centres.

SPSMHS Gudivada Ph: 9848143855 driRitscience mind



Chapter1 7 Gravitation

UNIVERSAL LAW OF GRAVITATION

According to the universal law of gravitation, the force F between two

objects is directly proportional to the product of their masses and
inversely proportional to the square of the distance between them.

Combining both equations, Fa Mxm Mxm

Where G is the constant of
proportionality and is called the
universal gravitation constant.

Henry Cavendish (1731 - 1810} found out the value of G using a sensitive balance.
Itis 6.673 x 10711 N m? kg2.
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UNIVERSAL LAW OF GRAVITATION

Mass of the earth, M =6 x 10%% kg

Mass of the moon, m=7.4 x 10%? kg
Mass of the earth is 6 x 10%4 kg

and that of the moon is 7.4 x 1022
kg. If the distance between the
earth and the moon is 3.84x10°
Mxm

km, calculate the force exerted by F=G
dE

6.7 x 10~11 N m? kg2x 6 x 1024 kgx7.4 x 1022 kg
— -11 2 ley-2 i

Distance between earth and moon, d = 3.84 x 10° km
=384 x10°x1000m =3.84x%x10%m
G=6.7 x 10011 N m? kg™

the earth on the moon.

=2.02 x 10°°N
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Chapter’1 7 Gravitation

It can explain several phenomena such as
Importance of' " _
i. the force that binds us to the earth.

the Universal ) _
ii. the motion of the moon around the earth.

Faw of, :
iii. the motion of planets around the Sun.

Gravitation iv. the tides due to the moon and the Sun.
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Chapter’1 7 Gravitation

When a stone is thrown upwards, it reaches a
certain height and then falls down.

If an object falls towards the earth under
gravitational force alone, it is called free fall.

While falling, the direction of motion remains
unchanged. But the earth’s attraction causes a
change in the magnitude of velocity, leading
to acceleration.

The acceleration experienced during free fall ) Gravity
due to the earth’s gravitational force is called

acceleration due to gravity (g). Its unit is ms™2,
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* According to the Second law of motion, F=m a.

* |f the mass of the stone is m and acceleration
due to gravity is g, the magnitude of the

gravitational force F will be the product of mass
& acceleration due to gravity.

F=mg

Mxm
dZ

Gravity

M = mass of the earth.
d = distance between the object and the earth.
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For an object on or near the Earth's surface, the
distance d equals the Earth's radius R. Thus,

_ Radius of earth
Mxm M R=6.4 x 10°m
g=G — R? - : (average)

mg=G R
The earth is not a perfect sphere. As the radius of

the earth increases from the poles to the equator, Polar radius - 6357 km
the value of g becomes greater at the poles. For
most calculations, g is considered constant on or
near the earth. 2k Seeer ey Equatorial radius
But for objects far from the earth, the acceleration AT "ﬁv %y 6378 km

due to gravity is given by g = G M /R?. R
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FREEFALL

» Universal gravitational constant, G = 6.7 x 10711 N m? kg2
* Mass of the earth, M = 6 x 10%* kg

Radius of earth

* Radius of the earth, R =6.4 x 10°m SRS | Aepix1m

(average)

M
g=G —; =2
6.7 X 10712 N m? kg2 x6 x 10%* kg

(6.4 x 10°m)?

g:
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% Drop a sheet of paper and a stone
simultaneously from the first floor
of a building. Ir | —7 Vacuum

The paper falls slower due to air @
resistance, which is greater for the
paper than the stone. Air
resistance creates friction to the
motion of the falling objects.

It shows that acceleration due to gravity is independent
of its mass. i.e., all objects fall at the same rate. This was
proved by Galileo by dropping different objects from the
top of the Leaning Tower of Pisa in ltaly.

In a vacuum glass jar, the paper
and the stone fall at the same rate.
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MOTION OF OBJECTS UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF GRAVITATIONAL FORCE OF THE EARTH

* As g is constant near the earth, all the equations for the uniformly accelerated motion of
objects become valid with acceleration a replaced by g. The equations are:

v=u+at s= ut + % at? vi=u?+2as

 When applying these equations, acceleration, a is positive if it is in the direction of velocity
(direction of motion) and negative when it opposes the motion.

+ &——negative acceleration
positive acceleration —

- : +
positive velocity L} positive velocity ——
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A car falls off a ledge and drops to the ground in 0.5 s. Letg =10 m s

I. What is its speed on striking the ground?
Problem

ii. What is its average speed during the 0.5 s? g is taken as 10 m 52

iii. How high is the ledge from the ground? to simplify the calculations.

Solution;

Time, t = % second N u+v
(ii) average speed =

Initial velocity, t =0 m s
Acceleration due to gravity, g = 10 m 572 =(0ms*+5ms)/2=25ms™

Acceleration of the car,  =+10 m s (iii) distance travelled, s = % at?

(downward) =% x 10 m s2 x (0.5 5)2=1.25 m

(i) speed,v=at _
Thus height of the ledge from the ground = 1.25 m.
v=10ms?x055=5ms™?
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An object is thrown vertically upwards and rises to a height of 10 m. Calculate
Problem (i) the velocity with which the object was thrown upwards.
(ii) the time taken by the object to reach the highest point.

Solation

(i) v=u’+2as
Distance travelled, s =10 m O=u’+2x(-9.8ms?) x10m

Final velocity, v=0ms™ —u?=-2%x9.8 x 10 m?s™2

Acceleration due to gravity, g =9.8 m s Initial velocity, u= v196 ms!i=14 ms?

Acceleration of the object, a =—-9.8 m 572 i) v=u+at
(upward motion) 0=14ms1-9.8ms?xt
t=1.43s
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Chapter’1 7 Gravitation

* The mass of an object is the measure of its inertia.

* Greater the mass, the greater is the inertia. It remains the same whether the object is on
the earth, the moon or in outer space. Thus, mass of an object is constant.
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. MASS: &WEIGHT & WEIGHT

The force of attraction of the earth on an object is called the weight (W) of the object.

Substituting the Eq. F=m xg,
W=mxg
As the weight is the force, its Sl unit is newton (N).

The weight is a force acting vertically downwards; it has
both magnitude and direction.

The value of g is constant at a given place. So, the weight
is directly proportional to the mass (m) of the object.

Wom

So, weight can be used to measure mass at a given place.

* Mass remains constant, but weight varies with location due to changes in g.
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5L MASS &WEIGHTZS| WEIGHT OF AN OBJECT ONITHE MOON

The weight of an object on the moon is the force with which the moon attracts that object.
Mass of the moon is less than that of the earth. So the moon exerts lesser force of attraction

on objects. _
m = mass of an object.

Applylr:lg the universal Iaw. of gravitation, the weight of W, = its weight on the moon,
the object on the moon will be M, = mass of the moon.

R, = radius of moon.

M_ xm
w., =G 5
Rm

Let the weight of the same object on the earth be W..
The mass of the earth is M and its radius is R.
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TL MRSS &WEIGHTZ2" | WEIGHT OF AN OBJECT ONITHE MOON

AMassi(Ke)

Earth 5.98 x 1044
Moon 7.36 x 10%2 1.74 x 106

7.36 x 10?2 kg x m 5.98 x 10%% kg x m
W =G

W =G
(1.74 x 105 m)? (6.37 x 105 m)2

W_=2.431x 10'°G x m W,=1.474 x 1011 G x m

Weight of the object on the moon (W, ) 2. 431 x 1010 1

= =0.1 ~ —
Weight of the object on the earth (W,) 1.474 x 1011 0.165 6

W =(1/6) x W,
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